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n Loveland, Cobo., eesidents na
I lenger have to feel puily aboar
feying foads in o, While deep
fricd foods may nor be good for dhds
waistlines, they now have the opportuni-
tv t0 recycle lebiower waste ail =0 @ can
be made into elean huming biodicsel.
The city has stamed o acecpe used
cocking ot from residents ar its rocy-
cling center. From rthers, the oil s
picked up by Rocky

Mountain

sustainable Enterprises LLAC BMSE),
which processes and sells it ta Rocky
Movntan Biodiesel Induscries, a 3
MMgy biodiesel plant in Berthoud,
Coordee,

It% a way for residents to pitch in,
alheit in a sniall way, bo protect the envi-
ronmrent and lessen the nanen’s e ped-
Forelen  oil,
Philbnck, superintendent of Lovelands
sobid waste division. “The most impor-

EICE oo saves  Bruce

PROCESS

tant ting is thar we don’t wane 1o see ir
pouted doan the drain or demped inra
the trash,” he tells Biodioe! Maprzive.

It also makes life easier for ci
workers. Dumping grease down the
drain causes problems ar the an’s




wastewater teatment facility. Serting it our on the curb with the
trash isn't good either Tt makes 2 mess when ifs pazt i a erash
rompactor, and once its in a landfill, it can contaminate grround-
WAL

The ciry’s recveling center has come a Lomvg wray from s hum
bl |?"f-'.".i='-"“"_l-'.5 s 2 ||rr'||~.--|:-|'-F center for arass, leaves and branch-
o5 Today, the center takes in 3 losyr list of items, from wsed cloth
ing to batteries and appliances, Philbrick says. The facility, which
has been operating in Loveland since 1991, added used ok
otl ta the list of accepted items in May,

S0 far, the amount of wsed eooking oil collected ar the
Loweland reeycling center hasn't been encuph to make a bor of
biodiesel. On average, RMSE picks up about one 55-grallon dewm
af ail every tao weeks However, as the idea starts to carch on,

Philbrick expects thar will grow. “We're nor alking a tremendous

l-'.:-'-."r

amount of materal yet, but every thing we've introduced at our
drop-off center has prown tremendously and we don’t expect this
t be any different” he says

From Fryer to Fuel

Loveland residents aren™t the only ones whe he nefit [zom
HMSE’ services. The company, started by [ather-and-son team
Dy Wayne and Aaron Perry, colleces used cooking ail from 600 1o
T} restaurants, Aaron Perey says.

These restaurants are locared in an area that stretches from
Fort Collins in noethern Colorade Puchle, Cala, nearly 180
miles o the south, according 1o RMSE Marketing Manager Adam
Hall. Besides restaurans, RMSE also picks wp used cooking ol
brom several hospitals, Invesco Field ar Mile High where the
Denver Broncos plav and Coors Field ballpark where the
Colorado Rockics play. RMSE was able to armeact customers from
the Denver area by of fering excellent customer service and com
petitive prices, “Lrenerally, we can save restaurants money,” Hall
:iﬂ'!.':‘-\:_

Some of RMSE: customers alsa like the fact that the waste
oil they cast off is used to make hiodicsel. They like being able o
recycle itan a rneore responsihle manner and 1o contribuate, even in
a small way, to the country'’s energy independence. “Biodiesel is

definirely i buzzword these days” Hall says
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Biodiesel Plant Focuses on Grease

Rocky Mountain Biodiesel Industies has been producing biodiesel since 2004, acoarding to
Ruzs Temll, president and founder of panent company Biodiesal Industries, which has a iogal of four

affiliated biodiesal plants keted around Bie workd,

Bidesed Indusinies is & full-spectrum, true mulli-fecdsiock producer. Thal means, though the
COmpany’s primary focus & animal T and grease, it coukd alzo uliize virgn soy and cancia oil, 7It

ghwes us 3 wider choice of feedstacks, depanding on whal the markiess am doing,” Teall says.

Thee cormgrany got its start back in 1998 with furding froen the Westermn Regional Biomass Enengy

prograrm. The funds were used o shedy @ wide varicty of feedstocks, ncluding recycod vegritahie oils,

Teall sanys.

Those shudies lesd the company to
davelop 3 mable bodesel processing
mil it opersed o Mewvads and
Californi. That process spawned &
coopersalive resaarch and developrnent
agreement with the LS. Moy and
MaxtEnengy. In facd, one of Biedessl
Induslries’ planks is & 10 MMy Taciily
located at Port Huenesns Maval Base in
Caffomia, Teal says. The two remain-
img plamts indudie a 3 Mgy fa-l;ﬂb_,.- i
Denlon, Texas, and 3 4.5 Mgy phant in

Rutheriprd, Mew Soulh  Wales,
AusiTalia,

Fur e mfexrereen abenad asdeess |ra i, Ohwichi
mad wwema bl e ST Lonn

Ll cnoking off &

bicxfiessed plant & ncaded N Beitla i, Tl

(_ biodiesel-jobs
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oma of the Teedsdnds processed inln

et Al Riocky hiolntain Biodhesed Indetnies. The 3 Mgy

Drespite the low eollecoien Gpures
20 far, the start-up company has ambi-
tions o develop more waste oil drop
off poins similar to the one in
in ather com-
mumnines. BM5E zaon |_1-1:4 n% Tt srart
picking up used cooking oil in cooper-
ation with the cirv of Broomfield,

] .J:J'-"l.'!il:l:ll‘l 'F1 by I'lEEiIL:Itn[S

which ig in the metra Denver ares, Irs
also negotiating aith Eoo-Cyele, which
colleces  hard-to-recyele material in
Boulder, Caolo.

CHL collected from BMSES cus-
romers 15 taken to the COMpany s
Berthoud, Colo, facility where it 15
preprocessed, Hall says. The oil is
heated and fAltered before E:-l.'.'il:lg serld
tor nearby FBocky Mountin Biodiesel
Induscrics where RM3E has an agree-
mene to provide the biodiesel plant
with used oil feedsiock.

In Demand

The company’s biggrest challenge
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right now is keeping up with demand.
Ar press time, abour 15 1o 20 cos-
tomers were signing up for the serv-
ke per week. *“We are prowing at sweh
a pace that the routing changes day 1o

1" Perry says. Currently, RMSE
vollecrs abowr 750,000 pallons of
uwsed cooking oil a year, he says
Within the frst quarter of 2007, the
company expects the numbers to be
at about 1T MMgy.

The company’s processing facili-
ty wis completed about a year ago.
Already, with demand rising at hreak-
neck speed, RMEE is thinking about
expanding ar some point “When the
tme comes, 1 we need tex huild a bag-
ger and herrer plane, that's whar we’ll
dn,” Hall says.

In fact, not content ro he the
middleman forewer, RMSE iz conzid-
enng produdng biodiesel, either
cooperation with Rocky Mouwnrain
Biodiesel Industrics or on s own,
Perry says. In 12 to 18 months, RMSE
plans to build an integrated biodiesel
tacility. The company is currently ana-
yzing irs options for capacity amd
location. Perey says the plast would
likely start omt ac 5 MMgy to 20
MMgy in capacity and be located in
the same general area as s current
waste oil preprocessing facilitg.

RMSE will continue to rely on
waste oils as a feedstock. However,
s also locking at a muldple feed-
stock facility thar could urlize virgin
oils from crops grown by area farm-
ers. “There are a lot of opportenities
foor win-win relationships as we verti-
cally integrate in the supply chain,” he
SAVK.

BMAE &= also inreresied in zer
waste stratepres. In its own hiodiesel
plant, RMSE may use waste gasifica
tion or anaerobic digestion o harvest
additional energy for process hear, as
well as addinonal liquid fuel nputs
such as methanol or ethancl, W
Holly Jessen is a Biodiesel Magazime

staff writer, Reach her &t hjessan
Ebbibicfusts.com or (T01) F46-2335



